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1st Board of Directors and key committee members -
Group photo at the opening of the museum
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How many medical museums are there in the world? It's
not easy to count, as exhibits related to medicine are found
in many museums of different sizes, many being part of a
hospital, a university or similar institution. If we consider only
those dedicated medical museums with their own standalone
building and identity, and open to the public, there are probably
less than 30 such museums throughout the world.

This being so, Hong Kong, with its history as a meeting place
for things east and west, is fortunate to have, in the Hong Kong
Museum of Medical Sciences(HKMMS), a dedicated museum
that can research, preserve, and bring to life its unique
medical heritage, including traditional Chinese as well as
western medicine. Moreover, the museum is housed in a rare,
exceptionally attractive and well-preserved heritage building;
the building itself, as well as its locality, having links to much of
Hong Kong’s medical past. So how did this museum come into
existence?

As usual, this depended on the coming together of a group
of people who were excited by the possibilities, and were not
afraid to do the unconventional. In 1990, the Old Pathological
Institute (Old PI) was declared a protected monument, and,
naturally, discussions on the future use of the monument
followed. After a feasibility study, and growing support for
conversion of the Old Pl into a museum, the Hong Kong College
of Pathologists formed a Steering Committee in February
1992 to promote the project. Members of the Committee were
drawn from diverse medical
and non-medical fields.
The Committee submitted
= a formal proposal in May
1992 to the Government
for award of the building
for converting it into a
Museum of Medical Sciences
and, despite competing
claims, was successful in
its bid. Fortunately, the late
Professor Gerald Choa, who
- was highly respected as
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Professor Faith Ho signing the lease for the Old Pl on
behalf of the Society, with other signatories, the late Mr
Peter Mark, the HKMMS Society's Hon Legal Advisor
and Mr lan Wotherspoon, the Government Property
Administrator looking on.
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Opening of the Taipingshan Medical Heritage Trail

a physician, a former Director of Medical & Health Services,
founding Dean of the Chinese University’s medical faculty, and
a medical historian, enthusiastically supported the project, and
joined the Committee’s work. To encourage wider participation,
a Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences Society(The Society)
was incorporated in May 1995 as a charitable non-profit
organization in order to take up the future management of the
museum. The Society elected its first officers in June 1995 with
Professor Gerald Choa as its founding Chairman.

The building was restored as far as possible to its original
condition by the Antiquities and Monuments Office and the
Government Architectural Services Department before internal
renovations were made to adapt it for museum use, and was
finally handed over to the Society in 1995. Meanwhile, fund-
raising was successfully pursued; a number of galleries being
sponsored by Hong Kong’s pioneer hospitals and by other
generous donors. Items of equipment, books and records of
historical interest were also donated. After fitting out of the
museum, a team of more than 35 volunteers, together with 3
staff members, put together the original opening exhibits, and
prepared for the Opening Ceremony on 22 March 1996, with
the Patron, Mr. Christopher Patten officiating.

The museum, which receives no .
regular financial support from
government, has experienced I
ups and downs in its 18 years’
history, but the dedication of
successive Chairmen, Directors
and friends, and the hard work
of the committee members and
staff has helped it overcome
each challenge. We trust that
the museum has proven its
usefulness and service to the -
Hong Kong community, and will g 4555 s me s mypn 2 s
continue to enjoy widespread @RlIEEEREE -

support and recognition. Dr. Poon Yeuk Foo receiving a
PP 9 bouquet at the conclusion of her
concert at the City Hall to raise funds

for the museum in 1994.
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Medical History Interest Group meeting
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The author, Prof Faith Ho, who was Founding Vice-Chairman of the HKMMS
Society, is currently Chairman of the Education & Research Committee.
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EZE 5% In the Museum Herbal Garden...

Magnolia liliiflora (Desr.) D. L. Fu
ANEREY) £EH (¥R)
DIzt E N2 » PEER - X35
Purple Magnolia

Used as Chinese medicine: dried flower bud
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This exhibition invites visitors
to a journey through the history
of Psychiatry in Hong Kong. The §
treatment and care of persons with
mental illness has come a long
way, from lunatic asylums in
the 19" century, to modern- #
day medical treatment ;
and integration into _.5?
the community. This X
transformation reflects
society’s changing attitude
towards mental illness as el
medical science reveals the "'"'*-5!_
underlying biological nature j&&2aEi4
of many mental disorders. Electroconv_ulsive Treatment
On display are interesting (ECT) Machine (1969 -1982)
. relics from Castle Peak

Hospital, the oldest psychiatric hospital in Hong
Kong. )
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The exhibition is jointly presented by the Institute
of Mental Health of Castle Peak Hospital and the
Medical Museum. It will run till 14 September
2014,

MARK YOUR DIARY
FUNDRAISING DINNER 2014

menu designed by Chef JACKY YU

28 October 2014 at 7pm
HK Academy of Medicine
Reservation and sponsorship,
Amelia Chiang: 2549 5123
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PLAGUES - From the Plague to New Emerging Infectious Diseases:
A Tribute to Alexandre Yersin and other Lifesaving Science Heroes

Most people can still remember the SARS
saga and the discovery of the SARS
coronavirus by Hong Kong scientists.
That the bacillus that causes Plague was also
discovered in Hong Kong is not so well known.
It was discovered by Alexandre Yersin
during the Hong Kong Plague outbreak in
1894, thus making this city the starting
point of Plague’s control and prevention
i th ihiti & AR BRSNS
in the 19" century. The exhibition was %g%é‘?ﬁgﬁ%@ﬁgﬁ
co-presented by the Consulate General ;2 qre Yersin's

of France in Hong Kong and Macau microscope, on loan from
together with the Medical Museum the Pasteurinstitute in Paris

during the Le French May festival.
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Education Drama at the Museum ‘The Hong Kong Plague of 1894’
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It was an extraordinary experience for some 400
secondary students, teachers, and members of the public
when they participated in an innovative educational
drama show last March and April staged in the very
building constructed to control the Plague more than a
century ago. Not only did the audience mixed with the
performing teaching artists, but also moved to different
locations in the heritage building
" as the story unfolded. The museum
drama was part of an educational
programme developed by Hong
Kong Drama/Theatre and Education
#24 Forum (TEFO). While based on the
1894 Plague epidemic, the drama
had a novel message to stimulate
secondary students to reflect on
humans and disease from different
perspectives.
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POTIERY COW set$30

Come & paint your own!
Now available in the Museum

Enquiries:2549-5123
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Museum exhibit - Calf Vaccinating Table

Smallpox vaccine production essentially involved

inoculating the vaccine virus, vaccinia, onto the belly
skin of a calf and then harvesting the vaccine about
two weeks later. How did the staff get the calf to lie
on the table to undergo these procedures?

The answer is: with the help of the calf vaccinating table. The table
top is hinged upright, so that a calf can stand alongside it and
become tied to it. Once the calf is fastened immobile, the table top
is turned to the horizontal position so that the calf now lies on its
side. Its hind legs are then re-fastened to fully expose its belly for
shaving, disinfecting, and other procedures.

The calf table in the exhibit was in service from 1946 till smallpox
was eradicated in 1979. It was donated by the Department Health.
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In Memory of
Dr Hans Tang, Vice-Patron
Dr Peter Chan, Member of the Board
of Directors and past Chairman of the
Finance Committee. ﬁj
Hong Kong Museum of Medical g
Sciences
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Mr Simon CY. TO
Professor Rosie YOUNG
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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Dr Roland C.C. LEUNG (Vice-Chairman)
Professor Edwin C.L. YU (Vice-Chairman)
Dr Raymond S.W. MA (Hon. Secretary)
Dr NG Wing Fung (Hon. Treasurer)

Dr Jane C.K. CHAN

Professor Faith C.S. HO

Dr Pamela M.K. LEUNG

Dr Betty W.Y. YOUNG

DIRECTORS

Dr TSO Shiu Chiu

(Immediate Past Chairman)

Dr AU YEUNG Cheuk Lun

Dr Albert YW. CHAN

Dr Paul N.M. CHENG

Dr Daniel C.S. CHIU

Dr Laurence L.T. HOU

Mr David KO

Professor LAU Chu Pak

Dr LEE Kin Hung

Dr LUK Wei Kwang

Ms June W.M. LUI

Ms Mandy HW. MA

Dr Rose H.L. MAK

Dr MAK Wai Ping

Dr WONG Tai Wai

HON. LEGAL ADVISERS
Dr Moses M.C. CHENG
Mr Alfred K.C. FUNG
Dr Vitus W.H. LEUNG

HON. FINANCIAL ADVISER
Professor Patrick L.T. WONG
Mr Edwin YEUNG
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We need Volunteers
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Have you ever thought of organising a
company event, an exhibition, a surprise
party for your friends or shooting wedding
photos in a Declared Monument over 100
years old? Located in the Mid-Levels,
the Hong Kong Museum
of Medical Sciences is an
Edwardian style heritage
building. It is a memorable
place for all kind of events.
Contact us now to inquire
about venue availability for
your next event! Enquiries:
2549 5128 (Ms Amelia
Chiang).

If you love medical heritage, and have a few
hours to spare every week, be our docent
volunteers to give docent tours on weekday
or weekend! If you have passion for Green
& Plants, please be our gardening helpers
on every Thursday! No
previous experience is
required and training
will be provided. Please
send your contact
details and availability
to info@hkmms.org.hk.
We will approach you as
soon as possible.
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Opening Hours

10 am to 5 pm (Tuesday to Saturday)
1 pm to 5 pm (Sunday and Public Holidays)
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Hudit Address
BELRFIBE TR
2 Caine Lane, Mid-Levels,
Sheung Wan, Hong Kong

E:E Telephone
25495123

#1t Website
www.hkmms.org.hk
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Admission
Adults - HK$20.00

EE] Email

info@hkmms.org.hk

Children, Full-time students, Senior Citizens (aged 60 or above), Disabled

Persons - HK$10.00

Family Package (2 adults and maximum of 3 children) - HK$50.00



