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As the privileged permitted tenant of the heritage building, the
Old Pathological Institute, the Hong Kong Museum of Medical
Sciences Society is committed to both conserve and maintain
the building and to make proper use of it to enhance public
appreciation and enjoyment. The main task of the Society has
been to operate a museum of medical sciences at the premises,
putting on permanent display a collection of artefacts related to
medicine and health and holding different short-term thematic
exhibitions. In this capacity we have been able to attract some
20,000 visitors a year.

Additionally, the Society has held a number of talks and lectures
in the Museum attended by members and non-members. The
museum building andits grounds also provide a venue for suitable
functions to the public. For example, the building and the herbal
garden have served as subjects for teaching and practical work to
students of higher education, the rooms have been used by
professional bodies, public and private institutions and artists
for seminars, exhibitions and banquets and the premises are
sought after by magazine publishers, public media and private
individuals as subject or backdrop for filming and photography.
Such activities all provide an increased opportunity for the local
community as well as outside visitors to appreciate and enjoy
the heritage building, thus further fulfilling part of the Society’s
commitment.

As the year 2011 is approaching, the Society is preparing for
functions to celebrate the 15th anniversary of the founding of the
Museum. I hope fellow-members and non-members alike will
be on the lookout for information on the nature and date of these
functions and find time to attend.

It remains for me, on behalf of the Hong Kong Museum
of Medical Sciences Society, to wish all the readers of this
newsletter a Healthy and Successful New Year.

Dr SC TSO
Chairman
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What makes Taipingshan the obvious choice for a medical heritage walk?
By Faith C.S. Ho, Chairman, Education & Research Committee

On March 6 2011, the HKMMS Society will kick off its celebrations for the 15th
anniversary of the Opening of the HKMMS in March 1996 with a

Medical Heritage Fund Raising Walk

But why Taipingshan? From the time of the British occupation, this was
the earliest district to be set aside by the Government for the Chinese
populationofHongKongtobuildtheirresidences. Some foreignerseven
referred to the district as the ‘Chinatown’ of Hong Kong. The district
covers the area south of Queen’s Road from its junction with Gough
Street in the east to its junction with Hollywood Road in the West. It | i
stretched up the steep hillside of the mountain known as ‘Taiping- #

shan’ (named Victoria Peak by the British) as far as Caine Road.

With the influx of Chinese merchants and labourers into Hong

> - e D o Lo T i
Kong, Taipingshan became extremely overcrowded, with tenement B A DAY o B e il

buildings built back to back, leaving little or no open space in

between. To maximize their profits, landlords subdivided the houses into cubicles and added cocklofts, creating
nothing more than bed spaces for individuals and families. Pigs and other animals were kept under the beds. There
were few windows, no provision of running water, no proper drains, and no latrines inside the houses. Taipingshan
became notorious for its unsanitary and filthy conditions.

Despite (or because of) these conditions, institutions sprang up to address the health and social needs of the
residents. It is here in Taipingshan and in the neighbouring Sai Ying Pun district, that we find the earliest institutions
like the Tung Wah Hospital offering traditional Chinese medical treatments and a refuge for the sick and destitute;
medical dispensaries ran by Missionary and District Chinese organizations offering free Western medical treatments
and midwifery services, manned by ‘Western’ trained Chinese doctors and Chinese midwives; the Government Civil
hospital; the ‘Lock’ Hospital providing special care for prostitutes; the lunatic asylums; district plague hospitals and
maternity hospitals. There were also public health facilities like bath houses and disinfecting stations.

When bubonic plague broke out in 1894, the worst hit area was Taipingshan where, in an area of 10 acres, half of all the
cases in Hong Kong were found. How did the plague change the face of Taipingshan forever? How did it bring about
the changes to Hong Kong’s health care system for good?
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HKMMS Society 15th Anniversary TRREEYEREY1S5EE
Taipingshan Medical Heritage Fund-raising Walk K@Mg@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ-}y{:ﬁ
Date: Sunday 6 March 2011 B8 : 201143860 . 280

Time: Registration starts 2 p.m. Walk starts 3 p.m.
Minimum Sponsorship: Adults $200, Full-time students $50
Maximum number of participants: 500, first come, first served

B ¢ 2pm (&EC), 3pm (FEH)
BESERE - A $200, ZHEEE $50

Closing Date for enrolment: 23 Feb 2011 BIN4E : FIRS0007 - IR SE
ALL ARE WELCOME Bubsi4 : 20114£2H 235
Enquiries and enrolment forms: HKMMS Office 2549 5123 B2 !
info@hkmms.org.hk TRFERS ¢ 2549 5123 FEE ¢ info@hkmms.org.hk
Souvenirs, panel displays and publications on EEEHBYERSREAS SRAFLUEERE &l
Taipingshan, Guided walk and fun! B - RREHEKEMNE » TRARTEEREL 5 » Bk -
ANNOUNCEMENT

COMING MEDICAL HISTORY INTEREST GROUP MEETING

‘The Establishment of the Hospital Authority -
a strategic event in the history of hospital services in Hong Kong’
Speaker: Professor E K Yeoh
Date: Saturday 9 April 2011
Time: 3 p.m. Light refreshments
3:30 p.m. Start of talk

4:15 p.m. Discussion
Venue: Queen Elizabeth Hospital M block Lecture Room

Chairperson: Professor Rosie Young
ALL ARE WELCOME
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Museum Activity
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In October 2010, The Hong Kong Stroke
Society organized a press conference to arouse

public interest on how to manage stroke symptoms.
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The Class of Medic 1970 celebrated its 40th
Anniversary with a 5-days re-union programme. A
tour visit with an academic meeting was held at the
Museum on November 5.
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Professor Sung, Dr Lee Kin-Hung and Mr Roland
Chow sharing a lighter moment at the opening of
the “Transitions in Midwifery”Exhibition.
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The Hong Kong Museum of Medical
Sciences Society expresses heart-felt
thanks to Alpha Appliances Limited for
its timely and generous sponsorship of
air-conditioners.
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More than 500 guests at the kick-off party of Joyce’s 40th
Anniversary Exhibition “A Journey in Fashion”.
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Dr Faith Ho introducing the exhibition to Professor Sung.
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Dr Lee Kin-Hung, Ms

Sylvia Fung & Dr Kerrie

MacPherson shared their views about the impact of
Midwifery in Hong Kong as speakers at the 4th meeting of

the Medical History Interest Group.
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Dr Raymond Ma (right) and Dr
Chan Man-Chung, Directors of the
Medical Museum Society, enjoying the
historical photos in the Joyce
exhibition.
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Professor Joseph JY Sung, Vice-
Chancellor of the Chinese University
of Hong Kong, was Guest of Honour
at the opening ceremony of the
“Transitions in Midwifery - The Hong
Kong Story” Exhibition.
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Dr TSO Shiu Chiu (Chairman)

Professor CHOW Shew Ping (Vice-Chairman)
Dr Edwin CL YU (Vice-Chairman)

Dr YU Yuk Ling (Vice-Chairman)

Dr Raymond SW MA (Hon Secretary)
Professor KHOO Ui Soon (Hon Treasurer)

PG 5 1R 1 Dr Peter PF CHAN
CINEE RGeS E5 4 Professor Faith CS HO
PHHIREEE Dr Pamela MK LEUNG
1 EEEE Dr Betty WY YOUNG

P 4



Fund Raising Dinner 2010 2010 FERBE

The 2010 Fund-raising Dinner was held on Tuesday, 12 October, at the City Hall Maxim’s Palace, with Mrs.
Carrie Lam, GBS, JP, Secretary for Development, as Guest of Honour. The venue, a cultural landmark of Hong Kong,
brought back fond memories for many of us in our younger days.

With ‘Fun and Heritage’ as the theme, the evening kicked off with a Musical on the milestones of health care
in Hong Kong; it was performed by students of Pooi To Middle School and directed by professionals in the
performing arts. Michael Wong and his Big Band entertained the guests with ‘golden oldies’. An auction followed, with
enthusiastic bidding of exquisite items including a Chinese painting by the late Madam Fang Zhao Ling, art
photographs by Dr. Leo Wong, contemporary Chinese paintings, a collector watch and fine wines. The sum raised
from the auction amounted to $840,000. The evening concluded with a raffle draw with many attractive prizes.

Several encouraging signs are evident in this event. It was attended by over 400 guests, a 30% increase compared
with the previous year. The goodwill and support of our sponsors, donors, subscribers of tables and raffle tickets was
overwhelming. The net amount raised was two million dollars, which will not only fund the annual operating costs but
also enable enhancement of the Museum’s services. All these indicate that our community takes culture and heritage
seriously and many identify with the mission and vision of the Museum. The Dinner Organising Committee wishes to
thank you all and requests your continuing support of the museum.

Dr SC Tso, Chairman of HKMMS -

Society thanking Mrs Carrie Lam, Dr Yu Yuk-Ling, Chairman of the : %

GBS, JP, Guest of Honour, at the Fund-raising  Dinner  Organising = !5 .

Dinner. Committee (R to L) Dr David Fang, Dr Leung Kar-Lau, and Prof & Mrs CP Lau

R VR IIRE 20105107 12H » ERRISGR T Bl R - BhE h# R R R EMElH BGBS K
FHIRRETERRZE  AE B UEIIER G EHR L EERT < E5ia 15 A IR F DRy &[]

J o
=3

B RIRELLL AR B E R | R ERE o ESLE MR A v B R s A LA A B - R A
HEEHEPESAE - B - TSR ERARREEEL T 2 ERESd - A HEmEER -
EMER G AL EIIKEE - mE R ENERRA - BEATRERHE - BT RS SRS
R BRI R RIS/ IS © BRERIESERETRRE T 2 30E 588, -

EXREHEEESHMBEEAE © B - HFEERE 27 0 LLREGI 1730% - B8 - fBlg - FIEE
I R R E B N BB ENISRT > #VERTATRR © B8 B O S o~ B A ER Y EER
EERS o g AN CE T RE R IRES » B AR A i & B EUREREE > DU S YRR A Al BE
RWFRE - BIWEBLZG I OEES ISR W SE S U AEE 2 A YR T 0 -

Bi5



Fund Raising Dinner 2010

Mr Simon To (left) and Dr Roland
Leung

Which item was Dr Jane Chan

interested in?
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Museum staff and volunteers. Thank You!
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Students of the Pooi To Middle School performing a
Museum and the History of Medicine in Hong Kong

Mrs Alice Maier (centre) presenting a Raffle prize to the lucky winner.
Dr John Nicholls (right), MC, looked on.

2010 FERBE
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musical about the

Ms Louisa Wong (right), MC and Dr Robert Law teamed up with Ms
Carrie Li, a professional auctioneer from Christie’s (centre)
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Special Thanks to China Translation & Printing Services Ltd.
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