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Upcoming Activities in the Next Three Months ;
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; 11 October (Sunday) Little Doctor Workshop
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; 4 & 17 October (Saturday) The Taipingshan Medical Heritage Trail i)
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; & 24 October (Saturday) Medical History Interest Group — 32" Meeting )
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; i) 25 October (Sunday) Little Doctor Workshop V]
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: & 19 November (Thursday) | HKMMS Fundraising Dinner 2026
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; & 21 November (Saturday) | The Taipingshan Medical Heritage Trail J
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19 December (Saturday) | The Taipingshan Medical Heritage Trail
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Feature Story
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A Look Back at Hong Kong's Early Smallpox History
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Smallpox, a contagious disease that
ravaged the world for over three
thousand years, claimed hundreds
of millions of lives before it was
officially declared eradicated in 1980.
Prior to its eradication, Hong Kong
was not spared from this disaster.
The city suffered multiple epidemic
outbreaks throughout history, casting
widespread panic over the entire
population.

In the early years of Hong Kong's
British rule, deaths from smallpox in
the community were concentrated
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The history of smallpox can be traced back over 3,000
years to ancient Egypt. Archaeologists discovered traces
of suspected smallpox blisters on the mummy of Pharach
Ramses V

among young children. Because most adults had already contracted the disease during
childhood, the general public mistakenly viewed smallpox -- a rash considered an
"inevitable childhood rite of passage" -- as originating from foetal toxicity rather than
being an infectious disease. This misconception resulted in countless children failing to
receive proper treatment and ultimately dying.

In Hong Kong during the early 20th century, autumn marked the start of citywide
vigilance against smallpox. This was because the spread of smallpox was closely tied to
climate and living environments. Hong Kong's hot and humid summers forced droplets
to settle and reduced viral activity, which often allowed summer outbreaks to subside
naturally. However, dry and cold weather in autumn and winter favoured the survival of
the smallpox virus and its transmission via droplets.
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Kennedy Town Infectious Diseases Hospital: Originally
built in 1901 to accommodate plague patients, it
was converted into the Tung Wah Smallpox Hospital
in 1910 and later became the Kennedy Town
Infectious Diseases Hospital before eventually being
demolished

Itesh - B At ERREB AR
ER ABAABBRE  mEEE
BEVHEEABBRAG 15 ABRE
E30EE60A - MZXFREENF
SR - PEMMEATFEEREAE B
ERRRLHEEREEABNRENL
R BRI R [RER -

1938 FMARBRBEBRARABE
7 - BEREMIMERRERBOE T K
EXRMER - lERARAREERNE @ T
AERIACEIE O RANZEY 3 EAIR
M 50 SRIFRRIBL W™ PS © ILoh - B

EBEHEKREATFIER - EHARERXR

TEEZRPIRE - FEEREZRIEER
REEBRR - TNBEETIIM © 1952
FoRRK BEBEBERBENKRIME
= ERNRAMRES S ENERRE
EA5E

Furthermore, mainland refugees flooded into Hong Kong at the time
due to war and livelihoods, making the community extremely densely
populated. The average number of residents per floor in urban tenement
buildings surged from around 15 people to 30 or even 60. Coupled with
frequent family visits between Hong Kong and Mainland China during
winter and the Lunar New Year, residents tended to remain indoors for
social activities due to low temperatures and holiday traditions, which
easily led to large-scale community outbreaks.

The massive outbreak of 1938 pushed the healthcare system past its
limits. That year, the Kennedy Town Infectious Diseases Hospital admitted
a huge number of smallpox cases. Facing a severe shortage of hospital
beds, the Public Works Department built three fly-proof wards capable
of accommodating 50 beds in a record-breaking 9 days. In addition, a
shortage of health inspectors across Hong Kong led to underreporting
of numerous smallpox cases. Many cases were only registered at the
mortuary after the deceased were abandoned on the streets. After June
1952, no new smallpox cases were detected in Hong Kong, officially
putting an end to this ancient infectious disease locally.
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Day 9 of the rash:
§ The pustules have
B rcached their
8 maximum volume
§ and have begun to

flatten out
Smallpox is an ancient infectious disease S L 00 K
with a history dating back over three N e R 8
| TERBRAYES

thousand years to ancient Egypt. In
the early stages, patients experience
symptoms such as high fever, fatigue, and |
oral ulcers, followed by the progressive
appearance of maculopapular rashes
across the body, which then develop into
pustules and eventually scab over and fall off. Smallpox carries a mortality
rate as high as 30%. Even though survivors gain lifelong immunity, the
disease leaves permanent scars on the skin.

Day 20 of the rash:
The scabs have
& fallen off, leaving
& depigmented areas
behind
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Hong Kong Medical Journal | Museum Artefact Collection Column Issue 1
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The Calf Vaccinating Table —

The Former Production Base for Smallpox Vaccmes A
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FHREI4EFES1E A horizontal Calf Vaccinating Table
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Museum Artefact Collection Column Mini Game
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1 Find an exit using the
vocabulary mentioned
WO r-d M aze in the Museum Artefact
Collection Column

(Chinese version only)
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Traversing the Century-Old Pathological Institute
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Hong Kong was struck by a fearful
outbreak of bubonic plague that
recurred over the next 29 years. A
total of 21,867 cases were recorded,
with 20,489 deaths, yielding a case
fatality rate of 93.7%.
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Following the enactment of the
Taipingshan Resumption Ordinance,
the colonial government allotted
the site on Caine Lane for the
Bacteriological Institute (BI). This
site was opened for the routine
bacteriological examinations and
research work.
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After World War II, Bl was renamed
the Pathological Institute (PI) to
better reflect the scope of its
work, including the production of
vaccines and other broader roles in
protecting the health of the public.
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Pl moved to new premises at Sai
Ying Pun Polyclinic. The site became
known as the Old Pathological
Institute (OPI). Vaccine production
continued at OPI.
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OPI was declared a monument on
13th June, 1990.
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Hong Kong Museum of Medical
Sciences (HKMMS) Society successfully
applied to the Government for this
heritage to be used as a museum.
HKMMS opened in the OPI on 22nd
March, 1996.
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Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences
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Artefact CoIIectlon Medical & Public Health
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Contributions may be sent by post, e-mail or fax; selected
pieces will enter the collection and be displayed, allowing the
public to rediscover Hong Kong's pioneering medical journey.

I%E*ﬁfiﬂ%#lﬁ Collection Items Details:
: %Eﬁ&’\ﬁﬁiﬁﬁéiw
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Medical & Public-Health Artefacts
(e.g. surgical instruments, diagnostic tools,
laboratory equipment, and related apparatus)

. Xt (HE ~ 34 ~ 55 - EFERE)
Historical Documents (e.g. diaries, newspapers,
certificates, posters)

. BERA

Historical Photos

$8EZ75 3% Note for Collection:
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Interested parties can share the donor's name, contact
details, description and photos of the proposed artefacts with
Museum staff through the following channels.
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To make a contribution, please contact us via:
Q (852)25495123 &) (852) 25599458 (&) info@hkmms.org.hk

uf i & SZHF Please give your support!
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The Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences is
one of Hong Kong's few independent museums.
It is operated by the HKMMS Society without
any financial assistance from the Government,
universities, or other institutions. The Museum relies
solely on public support for its continued existence.

Your contribution will help the Museum continue
with its educational programmes and for the public
to continue to enjoy the beautiful heritage building
in which the Museum is housed. Support us now!

?ETATJ'_C Donation payment options:

* BEUBE $100 L E - AIRIIRRFE R
* Donations of HK$100 or above are tax-deductible
in Hong Kong.

X ZE Cheque:
Ezm?‘*ﬁ FIER "HEBEEYEESE, KB
RRBERZEHETE : EBFILBE 5K -

F|I| in the Donation Form, make out a crossed cheque
payable to "Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences
Society', and mail the completed form and crossed
cheque to: Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences
2 Caine Lane, Mid-Levels, Hong Kong

TEBMRESE MBERR

Download Donation Form Online Donation
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Approx. 8 mins walk from mid-levels elevator at Caine Road
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&E FIR¥EILERE IR 2 Caine Lane, Mid-Levels, Hong Kong
EBEE Tel: 25495123 | {2 HE Fax: 2559 9458 | EBE Email: info@hkmms.org.hk
www.hkmms.org.hk

BHASRE Opening Hours

£ H#1 — Z X Tuesday to Saturday 10:00a.m. - 5:00p.m.
FEHH & A B EA Sunday and Public Holidays  1:00p.m. - 5:00p.m.
(& 28— 1KEE Close on every Monday)

%A ~ B - RNEEFY)—E=KEE -
BRAFY MEERSY BB/ LFTRENF=KIE -
Closed on Christmas Day, New Year's Day and the first three days of the Lunar New Year.
Christmas Eve and Lunar New Year's Eve 10:00a.m. to 3:00p.m..

\ f Q, & EEEYEE Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences @ Q, HK_MEDICAL_SCIENCES_MUSEUM
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